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Inside this issue: 

Perth South Looking For 
Strategic Plan Input 

Perth South is seeking input from residents and 
businesses in the development of their new stra-
tegic plan. The strategic plan sets a vision that 
guides future decision making within the munici-
pality. Residents have an opportunity to contrib-
ute online. An in-person engagement session is 
being held on March 4th from 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm 
at the Optimist Hall in St. Pauls. 

The development of the strategic plan is being 
coordinated with new strategic plans for the 
County and the other member municipalities. 
Each strategic plan will (continued on page 4)     

Get Involved! Perth South 

Launches New Public  

Engagement Platform 

Perth South is excited to launch a new public en-
gagement platform: Get Involved Perth South. 
The new tool gives citizens the opportunity to have 
their say on local projects and initiatives. With 
evolving needs and the advancement of online en-
gagement, Perth South has switched to a new plat-
form that will better facilitate public engagement 
through more robust tools and a modern, user-
friendly design. 

A single registration gives (continued on page 4)

http://www.engagewr.ca/
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Mayor and Members of Council 

Perth South Council   

 

ROBERT WILHELM 

Mayor 

Mayor@perthsouth.ca 

519-225-2304 

 

JAMES AITCHESON  

Deputy Mayor 

jaitcheson@perthsouth.ca 

519-393-5298 

 

SAM CORRIVEAU 

Councillor 

scorriveau@perthsouth.ca 

519-284-1526 

 

 

WILLIAM (BILL) JEFFREY 

Councillor 

bjeffrey@perthsouth.ca 

519-271-2664 

 

JAIME MARTIN 

Councillor 

jmartin@perthsouth.ca 

519-271-0784 

 

SUE ORR 

Councillor 

sorr@perthsouth.ca 

519-274-1505 

 

MELINDA ZURBRIGG 

Councillor  

mzurbrigg@perthsouth.ca 

519-284-8125 
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2019 Council Meeting Schedule 

Perth South Council   

Perth South Council holds meeting in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Office in St. 
Pauls, ON.  

MEETING DATE START TIME 

Tuesday, January 8, 2019 9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, January 22, 2019 

Special Meeting – Council to Review Budget 
9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, February 5, 2019 9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, February 19, 2019 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday, February 21, 2019 

Public Budget Meeting – Ratepayer Input 
7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, March 19, 2019 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 2, 2019 9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, April 16, 2019 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 7, 2019 9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, June 4, 2019 9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, June 18 2019 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, July 9, 2019 9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, August 13, 2019 9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, September 3, 2019 9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, September 17, 2019 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, October 1, 2019 9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, October 15, 2019 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, November 5, 2019 9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 3, 2019 9:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, December 17, 2019 7:00 p.m. 
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Get Involved in your community & strengthen the place you call home 

Public Engagement 

(Strategic Plan continued 
from page 1) be independent, 
defining the vision, aspira-
tions and direction of each 
municipality. They will also be 
aware of and informed by 
each other, and explore op-
portunities to collaborate 
where appropriate. 

Perth South faces opportuni-
ties and challenges. The re-
cent announcement of the 
closure of the Maple Leaf 

plant is unfortunate. It will be 
part of what shapes our fu-
ture. It also echoes events 
predicted in some of the sce-
narios developed as part of 
our strategic planning pro-
cess. What matters most is 
where we see ourselves as a 
community, and what we do 
next. 

What does the future hold? 
Where should we be going? 
What do you value about our 

services? And what do you 
see as the ideal future for 
Perth South? We’ve devel-
oped four scenarios to help 
guide this conversation. You 
can join us on March 4th to 
contribute in person. Or par-
ticipate online by visiting 
https://
getinvolvedperthsouth.ca 

For more information, contact 
Rebecca Clothier at rclothi-

er@perthsouth.ca or 519-271-
0619 ext. 227. 

(Get Involved! Continued from page 1) partici-
pants full access to all online public engage-
ment opportunities for Perth South. Registered 
users can tailor their preferences to receive 
notifications about topics that mean the most 
to them. The interactive and user-friendly site 
allows users to participate in different ways 
and stay updated throughout the lifetime of a 
project. 

Check out www.getinvolvedperthsouth.ca to 
see how it works and register with this new 
platform to stay informed about current and 
future topics of interest. Some of the current 
and upcoming projects include:  

 Strategic Plan: The strategic Plan identifies 
the most important priorities for Perth 
South and outlines the actions necessary 
to reach those goals. Perth South will be engaging residents on its next strategic plan.  

 Have a great idea that can make Perth South even greater? Simply share your brilliant 
idea or vote for your favourite idea that someone else has already shared.  

 2019 Operating and Capital Budgets—contribute to the discussions regarding services.  

For more information, please contact: Rebecca Clothier, 519-271-0619 ext. 227 or rclothi-
er@perthsouth.ca 

https://getinvolvedperthsouth.ca
https://getinvolvedperthsouth.ca
http://www.getinvolvedperthsouth.ca
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Operating and Capital Budgets 

2019 Budget 

MUNICIPAL DRAINAGE 

If you require any type of municipal drainage 

maintenance contact Scott Richardson, 

Drainage Superintendent for the Township of 

Perth South at 1-888-714-1993 ext. 2059 or 

by email srichardson@northperth.ca.  

The Drainage Superintendent must be con-

tacted prior to commencing any work in or-

der to ensure that the proper approval is in 

place. Please note that local Conservation 

Authority approvals or fees may be required. 

PRE-AUTHORIZED PAYMENTS 

Enroll in the pre-authorized pay-

ment program for either monthly or 

installment due date payments for 

water and property tax billings. Pre

-authorized payment forms are 

available on the Township website. 

Contact our Tax Department at 519

-271-0619 ext. 222  

Ratepayer Input Public 

Budget Meeting  

The Ratepayer Input Public Budget Meeting 

is scheduled to gather input on the 2019 Op-

erating and Capital Budgets.  

The meeting is scheduled for Thursday, Feb-

ruary 21, 2019 at 7 pm. The meeting will be 

held in the Council Chambers at the Town-

ship’s Office in St. Pauls.  

Please visit our website for more information 

on the 2019 Operating and Capital Budgets.  

Unable to attend the Ratepayer Input Public 

Budget Meeting? Join the conversation on-

line at www.getinvolvedperthsouth.ca to provide your feedback.  

To speak to a staff person regarding the budget, please call Rebecca Clothier, Administrator/

Treasurer at 519-271-0619 Ext. 227.  

http://www.getinvolvedperthsouth.ca
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Perth District Health Unit 
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Police, Fire & Emergency Management 

Protection Services 

STRATFORD POLICE PATROLLING PERTH SOUTH 

November 5, 2018 was the official transition date for policing services from the Ontario Pro-

vincial Police (OPP) to the Stratford Police Service. To officially mark the transition Perth 

South Mayor Bob Wilhelm and St. Marys Mayor Al Strathdee invited staff members of the 

OPP and Stratford Police for a photo at the Perth South municipal office in St. Pauls.  

The Stratford Police and OPP have always had a strong and positive working relationship 

and this relationship will continue in the future.   

Pictured from left to right: OPP 

Inspector Rob Scott, Perth 

County Detachment Command-

er; OPP Staff Sargent Steph 

Pilon; Stratford Police Chief 

Greg Skinner; Perth South 

Deputy Mayor Jim Aitcheson; 

Perth South Mayor Bob Wil-

helm; St. Marys Mayor Al 

Strathdee; Stratford Deputy Po-

lice Chief Gerry Foster; Strat-

ford Police Inspector Jason 

Clarke; and Perth South Admin-

istrator/Treasurer Rebecca Clo-

thier. 

Community Policing Advisory Committee (CPAC) 

As part of the transition process from the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) to the Stratford Police Ser-

vice, Perth South Council established the Community Policing Advisory Committee (CPAC). 

The mandate of CPAC is to advise and assist Council and the citizens of the Township of Perth 

South on matters relating to Community Policing.  The members of CPAC are Mayor Bob Wilhelm 

and Councillor Bill Jeffrey and citizen appointees John McIntosh, Karen Zwakenberg and Angela 

Baffes.  Information about upcoming meetings can be found on the Township website on the Council 

and Committees calendar. 
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Following the presentation 

of a staff report regarding 

the legalization of cannabis 

in Canada, and more specif-

ically, the sale of cannabis 

in Ontario, Perth South 

Council voted in favour of 

opting-in for cannabis retail 

stores within the Township.  

On October 17, 2018 the 

Federal Government legal-

ized recreational cannabis 

and it is now legal to pur-

chase and use cannabis for 

recreational purposes 

across Canada. In Ontario, 

currently the only way to le-

gally purchase recreational 

cannabis is online through 

the Ontario Cannabis Store, 

but that will change begin-

ning in April 2019 when can-

nabis will also be available 

legally through privately-

owned retail stores. The 

Provincial Alcohol and Gam-

ing Commission (AGCO) is 

authorized to act as registrar 

to license and regulate the 

brick and mortar stores and 

the Ontario Cannabis Store 

will be the exclusive whole-

saler to these retailers.  

The Government of Ontario 

gave municipalities until 

January 22, 2019 to decide 

whether they will opt-in or 

opt-out of having retails 

stores in their municipalities. 

The opt-out option is a pro-

vincial tool provided to mu-

nicipalities with respect to 

refusing the ability for pri-

vate retail cannabis stores 

to be located within a specif-

ic jurisdiction. While munici-

palities cannot opt-out of the 

legalization of recreational 

cannabis as a whole, Sec-

tion 41 of the Cannabis Li-

cence Act, 2018 provides 

that municipal councils may 

pass a resolution no later 

than January 22, 2019 to 

opt-out of having private 

cannabis retail stores locat-

ed within their municipal 

boundaries. The opt-out op-

tion only applies to store-

front retail cannabis sales 

and not on-line purchases, 

possession or consumption. 

“In my opinion, the govern-

ment is basically forcing our 

hand because you are going 

to have to deal with the ram-

ification of cannabis whether 

you have a store or not.” 

Perth South Mayor Robert 

Wilhelm said. 

Under the new legislation, 

storefront retail cannabis 

locations must be approved 

by the AGCO. Applicants 

must post a notice at the 

proposed location of the re-

tail store within 24 hours of 

submission of the applica-

tion to the AGCO. Applica-

tions to AGCO will be rigor-

ously scrutinized, with a 15-

day comment period provid-

ed for both the municipality 

and its residents, beginning 

when the notice is posted at 

the proposed site. Cannabis 

retail locations will not be 

permitted within 150 meters 

of a public or private school.  

The federal and provincial 

legal framework for recrea-

tional cannabis were devel-

oped to keep cannabis away 

from youth, keep cannabis 

proceeds away from crimi-

nal enterprise, and to pro-

 

Perth South Opts In For Private Retail Cannabis Stores 
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tect public health by allowing 

adults safe access to legal 

cannabis. The same rules 

that apply to tobacco con-

sumption also apply to recre-

ational cannabis. It is illegal 

to consume cannabis in en-

closed workplaces, restau-

rants, bars and patios, 

schools, near playgrounds 

and publicly-owned sports 

facilities and within any other 

enclosed public space. Pos-

session and use is restricted 

to those 19 years of age and 

older.  

The Government of Ontario 

has recognized that the legal-

ization of recreational canna-

bis is expected to add finan-

cial pressures to municipali-

ties and has committed funds 

totaling $40 million dollars 

over two years to municipali-

ties to assist with the cost of 

municipal services involved 

in the implementation of rec-

reational cannabis through 

the Ontario Cannabis Legali-

zation Implementation Fund 

(OCLIF). These funds will be 

available to municipalities to 

offset permitted costs that 

are directly related to the le-

galization of recreational can-

nabis, including costs related 

to increased enforcement 

(e.g. police, public health, by-

law enforcement, court ad-

ministration, litigation); in-

creased response to public 

inquiries; increased para-

medic and fire services; and 

by-law development (e.g. po-

lice, public health, workplace 

safety).  

Perth South is anticipating a 

payment of at least $10,000 

from the OCLIF, and addi-

tional funding from this pro-

gram will be made available 

to all municipalities; however, 

priority will be given to munic-

ipalities that did not opt out of 

a cannabis retail store in their 

municipality.  

In addition to the $40 million 

committed in the OCLIF, the 

Province has committed to 

sharing recreational cannabis 

revenue that exceeds $100 

million in the first two years of 

legalization. If sales exceed 

this threshold, 50 per-cent of 

the surplus will be shared on-

ly amongst municipalities that 

have opted-in for private re-

tail stores.   

In November 2018, Perth 

South Mayor Robert Wilhelm 

and Administrator/Treasurer 

Rebecca Clothier participated 

in the Perth County Warden’s 

Task Force – Legalization of 

Cannabis. The Warden’s 

Task Force was established 

to bring together various 

agencies in the community to 

work collaboratively on the 

impact of the legalization of 

cannabis. The initial meeting 

included mayoral representa-

tion from the geographic mu-

nicipalities in Perth County, 

Ontario Provincial Police 

(OPP), Stratford Police, and 

Perth County Health Unit. 

Presentations were made by 

provincial staff from the Min-

istry of the Attorney General 

and the Minister of Finance.  

Perth South staff will contin-

ue to engage with the com-

munity agencies as details 

surrounding the regulation of 

retail cannabis storefronts 

are released by the provincial 

government.  

During discussions on the 

decision to opt-in, Perth 

South Councillors considered 

their limited jurisdiction re-

garding the legalization and 

regulation of cannabis along 

with the increased economic 

development opportunities, 

through jobs and taxation 

revenue, and government 

funding available to munici-

palities who are willing hosts 

of cannabis retail stores. For 

additional information contact 

Lizet Scott, Clerk  at 519-271

-0619 Ext. 224. 
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Recreation and Other Services 

SHOW OFF YOUR PHOTOGRAPHY SKILLS 

Submit your photos for a chance to see them featured in 

an upcoming Township publication, advertisement, or 

online on our website or social media sites. Any photos 

chosen will be credited to the submitted photographer. 

Email your photos to Lizet Scott at lscott@perthsouth.ca. 

 

Our online registration is now OPEN until March 1, 2019.    

You can also print the registration form and bring it, along with your payment, to the 
Township office during regular business hours.  Go to the Township website for more 
information www.perthsouth.ca/soccer 

St Pauls Athletic Association 

2019 Soccer Registration 

 

About the Alzheimer Society of Perth County 

 Our dedicated board, staff, and volunteers work toward the common goal of making a differ-

ence in the lives of those we serve.  Our ongoing efforts are to provide Help for Today 

through support and education programs, outreach, public awareness and advocacy, and 

Hope for Tomorrow... by supporting ongoing research working towards advances in detec-

tion, treatments, and a cure.  For more information please see our website at 

www.alzheimer.ca/en/perth  

PROPERTY TAX DUE 

DATES: 

  February 28, 2019  

May 31, 2019 

http://www.perthsouth.ca/soccer

